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CITY GROWTH & REGENERATION COMMITTEE 
 

 

Subject: Renewed Ambition Programme Update  

Date: 9 August 2023 

Reporting Officer: Cathy Reynolds, Director of City Regeneration and Development 

Contact Officer: Marie Miller, Marketing Manager, City Regeneration & Development 

 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Some time in the future     

Never     

Call-in     

 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?                                                  
 

Yes  No  

1.0 Purpose of Report or Summary of main Issues 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to: 

 Update Members on the Renewed Ambition Public - Private Partnership 2022 / 

2023 programme; and proposed 2023 / 2024 programme of work aimed at 

attracting inclusive investment for the delivery of regeneration, infrastructure and 

a modern built environment for Belfast and wider City Region. 

 Seek approval to extend the Council’s involvement in the Partnership 

Programme for 2023 / 2024 and contribution as part of a wider public-private 

approach. 

2.0 Recommendations 

2.1 I. Note the presentation from representatives from the Renewed Ambition 

Partnership Taskforce, a public private sector partnership, aimed at attracting 

inclusive investment for the delivery of regeneration, infrastructure and a modern 

built environment for Belfast and wider City Region. The presentation provides 

 x 

 

 

 

 

x  
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an update on the 22 / 23 programme of work and the proposed approach to the 

23 / 24 Programme. 

II. Approve that Officers continue to support the 23 / 24 programme including 

governance processes, administering programme funded expenditure and 

entering into associated contracts on behalf of and with oversight from the 

Taskforce, and in line with Council’s procurement processes. 

III. Approve the Council investment (from existing and approved City Regeneration 

and Development Budget) as part of the wider public private partnership 

contribution towards the delivery of the 23 / 24 Programme. 

IV. Approve attendance of Senior Officers at the proposed New York Real Estate 

Investment Showcase as part of the 23 / 24 programme, subject to event plans 

being sufficiently progressed and support from wider city partners, noting that it 

will be funded from the wider public private Renewed Ambition Partnership 

budget. 

V. Approve attendance by the Chairperson of the Committee, or their nominee, 

along with Senior Officers as appropriate at MIPIM 2024, noting that it will be 

funded from the wider public private Renewed Ambition Partnership budget. 

3.0 Background 

3.1 

 

 

 

 

3.2 

 

 

 

 

3.3 

 

 

 

 

 

3.4 

 

Members will recall that the Committee agreed in June 2023 to receive a presentation 

from the Renewed Ambition Partnership (RAP) Taskforce to update Members on the 

2022 / 2023 programme; and proposed 2023 / 2024 programme of work, including 

priority issues and objectives for the Partnership moving forward.  

 

The Renewed Ambition Partnership (RAP) is a joint public-private initiative that is 

delivering a programme of work aimed at ensuring Belfast is positioned to continue to 

attract investment to underpin regeneration, development and infrastructure activities in 

the city required to deliver our inclusive growth ambitions. 

 

The Renewed Ambition Partnership is supported by public, private and key anchor 

institution partners. Partners comprise of Belfast City Council, all BRCD partner 

Councils, Invest NI, Belfast Harbour, Translink, Housing Association representation, the 

local development community and representatives from key city infrastructure, 

regeneration and development projects.  

 

In terms of context setting, it is relevant to highlight to Members that the Council have 

been supporting a public private sector approach to ensuring Belfast is positioned to 
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3.5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

attract inclusive investment and delivering sustainable and inclusive growth for the last 

eight years. 

 

The Belfast Agenda  (the City’s Community Plan) sets bold ambitions and economic 

development priorities for the city. Delivering inclusive growth and ensuring that no one 

is left behind is central to this vision. It aims to develop a competitive city region 

economy by creating 46,000 additional jobs and attracting 66,000 new residents into the 

city. Positively through the Belfast Agenda Statement of Progress, which is published 

every two years, significant progress has been made in achieving key short term targets 

including attracting £1 billion in private sector investment and securing a Belfast Region 

City Deal. The joint public private sector approach and shared focus created through 

RAP has been key to achieving this. It is an important platform and lever within our 

wider ‘Position the City to Compete’ proposition which seeks to build on the city’s 

reputation as a unique destination for investment, tourism, development and supporting 

inclusive economic growth. 

 

Members will be aware that whilst the city has experienced a positive trajectory in terms 

of regeneration and investment, there is still more work to be done to achieve the 

ambitious targets as set out within the Belfast Agenda, and importantly unlocking the 

wider inclusive benefits of such investment and, ensuring these reach every part of the 

city. This will require significant private and public sector investment. To give members 

a sense of investment required, the Belfast Agenda indicates the need for a total 

investment in the region of £7.5 billion by 2035. This includes the requirement to deliver 

31,600 new homes for and development of 550,000 sq m of employment floor space to 

support the additional jobs. 

 

The priorities within the Belfast City Centre Regeneration and Investment Strategy 

(BCCRIS) together with the Future City Programme and city-wide regeneration and 

investment priorities remain critical to delivering physical and inclusive development in 

the city. From a Community Planning and city leadership perspective, the cross sectoral 

City Development Board has identified housing-led regeneration; improving connectivity 

active and sustainable travel; supporting city-wide development and regeneration and 

delivering the Future City Centre programme as key priorities for the city’s future 

growth. It is important to note that a number of Renewed Ambition partners are also 

represented on the City Development Board, underpinning the importance of a 

collaborative approach to city development. 
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3.8 

 

 

 

 

3.9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through our Inclusive Growth Framework, we are committed to working with our 

partners including the private sector, anchor institutions, community and voluntary 

sector and our wider public sector partners to create an inclusive city. The physical and 

built environment is part of an overall enabling framework to deliver on this. 

 

Members will also be aware of the ‘Reset for Growth’ report that the Innovation and 

Inclusive Growth Commission produced in 2021. This report set out a number of 

strategic priorities for action which would help support inclusive economic growth in 

Belfast. these included delivering a house building programme at scale, creating a 

sustainable, connected, and animated city centre, focusing on making Belfast a globally 

significant innovation hub in key sectors and building strong global co-operation 

frameworks. Specifically, the Commission highlighted the need for collaborative working 

with partners, building strategic networks and relationships and developing viable 

investment propositions to bring to market as being critical to positioning the city 

globally as an attractive investment location. 

4.0 Main Report 

4.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.3 

 

 

Renewed Ambition Programme 2022 / 2023 Update  

As outlined in the accompanying presentation, the RAP 2022 / 2023 programme ran 

from 1st April 2022 to the 31st May 2023 and delivered a structured programme of work 

focussed on the five key pillars of Research; Events; Advocacy and Engagement; 

Communications and Repository aligned to securing investment and regeneration for 

the Belfast region.  

 

Benefits achieved through the 2022/2023 Programme 

As highlighted previously, to Council, RAP is one lever within the wider “Position the 

City to Compete” proposition and forms a key element within the Corporate Plan. It 

aligns and complements other city partnerships including Innovation City Belfast, 

Belfast Region City Deal and alongside council-led activities to accelerate city centre 

living, Smart Belfast, Resilience / Net Zero and our Economic Development activities. It 

is a key tool in attracting external capital investment required to deliver key regeneration 

projects across the city. 

 

Council’s participation in the 22/23 programme has delivered a number of benefits in 

terms of working to achieve our corporate and city level strategic priorities. Members will 

be aware that in March 2023, the Council launched an Expression of Interest seeking to 
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4.4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.6 

 

 

establish a long-term arrangement with an investor / development partner to bring 

forward the sustainable, residential-led regeneration of a number of Council assets 

within the city centre.  Through the 22/23 RAP programme the Council were able to 

promote this opportunity with institutional investors at events such as UKREiiF and 

MIPIM. Attending these events provided Officers with an opportunity to hold one to one 

meetings with key institutional investors, banks and pension funds all with strong track 

records and focus on Environmental, Social and Governance. There was a significant 

footfall on the Belfast Stands at both events, and requests for impromptu meetings from 

investors and developers interested in Belfast. This interest can be evidenced in the 

responses received to the EOI which closed at the end of May.  

 

The Belfast City Regeneration Tracker (Appendix A) was presented to the Committee in 

March 2023. This provided an overview of regeneration and development activity which 

took place across the city during 2022, as aligned to the Belfast Agenda and the eight 

policies set out in BCCRIS. There was positive progress across the range of asset 

classes throughout 2022, which is expected to continue through 2023 given the scale of 

schemes commencing or planning to commence. As previously noted by this 

Committee,  in 2022 / 2023  there was a 2% growth in rates base (arising from 

additional development), which resulted in additional rates growth of £3.3m every year. 

 

2023 / 2024 Programme  

As touched on within the request to present report to Committee in June this year, 

Members were advised that the governance of the Renewed Ambition Partnership is via 

a Taskforce comprised of representatives of the public and private sector. Council plays 

a key role in both the strategic and operational management of RAP; including the 

development, management and delivery of the Programme of Activity; and supporting the 

governance processes, administering programme funded expenditure, and entering into 

associated contracts on behalf of, and with oversight from, the Taskforce. Members are 

asked to approve Council continuing to take on this role, with officers supporting 

the 23/24 programme including governance processes, administering programme 

funded expenditure and entering into associated contracts on behalf of and with 

oversight from the Taskforce, and in line with Council’s procurement processes.  

 

The presentation accompanying this report from the Renewed Ambition Partnership 

Taskforce sets out the core objectives and workstreams for the 2023 / 2024 programme. 

It will continue to be delivered as a structured pillared programme of work (Events, 
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4.7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advocacy & Engagement, Communications and Research). The 2023/2024 programme 

will continue to align to and complement other BCC led activities within the context of 

‘Positioning the City to Compete’ and delivering a ‘Global Future’ - a key action area from 

the Innovation and Inclusive Growth Commission. This includes work being undertaken 

by Economic Development, Tourism and Culture, International Relations, Resilience, the 

SMART team and partnerships including Innovation City Belfast, Belfast Dublin Economic 

Corridor and BRCD.  In addition, the need to continue to work in collaboration with 

international partners, including Department for Business and Trade (DBT) and Invest NI 

to promote investment opportunities in Belfast will be a critical component, notably 

through the upcoming Northern Ireland Investment Summit. 

 

For the Council, the key aims and objectives of being part of the Renewed Ambition 

Partnership and contributing to the programme include: 

- Securing investment to assist with delivery of our growth ambitions as outlined in 

the Belfast Agenda, and aligned to corporate priorities 

- Maximising the benefits of the Belfast Region City Deal investments 

- Identifying and potentially securing longer term institutional investment to 

support the implementation of agreed regeneration plans for the city, with a 

particular emphasis on housing led regeneration and city centre living 

- Securing investment in the built environment on a city-wide basis to maximise 

opportunities to create jobs, support inclusive economic growth alongside 

enhancing physical and social infrastructure across the city 

- Securing investment in key city infrastructure schemes including waterfront 

regeneration, connectivity, net-zero and innovation related projects  

- Investment to help address dereliction and support the re-use and preservation 

of heritage assets   

- Investment in tourism and cultural products to underpin regeneration priorities 

- Investment in clean tech, environmental and sustainability initiatives 

 

The Council has a lead role to play in delivering on this shared agenda. Supporting the 

collaborative partnership approach taken by the Renewed Ambition Programme to 

showcasing Belfast, locally and globally, to the real estate investment, development and 

occupier market is critical, as we seek to attract the right investment into the city to drive 

the delivery of key regeneration projects, including residential, commercial and 

forthcoming BRCD projects, to provide for sustainable inclusive growth in the city. 
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4.12 

 

 

All five BRCD partner Councils have invested in RAP since 2019 and it has been an 

important forum to showcase the real estate investment potential for the wider Belfast 

City Region and forthcoming BRCD projects. BRCD, which seeks to deliver a 10-year 

programme to increase GVA by £470m and creating up to 20,000 new and better jobs 

across the Belfast City Region is in delivery phase across 6 Council areas. Within Belfast, 

it will support the delivery of Belfast Stories, active travel through a new cycle & pedestrian 

bridge, a Smart District as well as innovative University-led centres of excellence in life & 

health sciences, artificial intelligence and data analytics and virtual production at Studio 

Ulster. BRCD is targeting a further £1bn of private sector investment in order to deliver 

the benefits in terms of jobs and productivity set out within the business cases.  

 

The Renewed Ambition Partnership is supported and funded by public, private and key 

anchor institution partners, with external funding forming the majority of the overall 

programme delivery budget. Members are asked to note the proposed approach to 

the 2023 / 2024 Programme and approve the Council investment (from existing and 

approved City Regeneration & Development Budget) as part of the wider public 

private partnership contribution towards the delivery of the 23 / 24 Programme. 

 

New York 2023 Real Estate Investment Showcase  

The RAP Taskforce endorsed exploring the opportunity to organise a focused Real 

Estate Investment Showcase in New York as part of the 23/24 programme to meet with 

potential investors and occupiers, to ensure the inclusion of the real estate opportunity 

in Belfast and the wider region to these audiences. The partnership is engaging with 

other partners including Invest NI to gauge support and further endorsement. From a 

Council perspective, officers are working across City Regeneration, Economic 

Development and International Relations through the wider “Position the City to 

Compete” proposition to ensure alignment with the planned International Relations 

Programme, notably New York New Belfast and on-going engagement with US 

Diplomats and Consulate.  Subject to event plans being sufficiently progressed and 

support from wider city partners, Members are asked to approve senior officer 

attendance at the proposed Real Estate Investment Showcase, noting that it will 

be funded from the wider public private Renewed Ambition Partnership budget. 

 

MIPIM 2024 

Members are reminded that in previous years the Council has participated in the ‘Team 

Belfast’ attendance at MIPIM, and more recently in 2023 as part of the Renewed 
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4.14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ambition Partnership. MIPIM is the world's leading built environment conference and 

exhibition. The Renewed Ambition Taskforce has recently endorsed a Belfast presence 

at MIPIM in March 2024 and its inclusion within the Programme of activity for 2023 / 

2024.  The presentation to Committee from representatives from the Renewed Ambition 

Taskforce will provide further detail on how a Belfast Region presence at MIPIM assists 

on the delivery of investment that provides for sustainable inclusive growth in the city 

and wider city region, based on previous experience at MIPIM and looking forward. 

 

MIPIM brings together nearly 27,000 public and private sector built environment 

representatives from across the globe, including all major UK and European cities. It 

provides city leaders with an opportunity to promote their city to a global audience and 

connect with potential partners and sources of investment required to unlock built 

environment regeneration and development, while supporting the built environment 

industry to bring forward sustainable development and help accelerate on the road to 

net zero.  

 

From a Renewed Ambition Partnership perspective, partners feel that attending MIPIM 

allows Belfast and the Belfast Region to position itself to a global audience and attract 

the interest of institutional investors, developers, occupiers and funders in the context of 

bringing forward sustainable development to create a well-connected and culturally 

vibrant, sustainable city and region.  The Partnership has therefore proposed a Belfast 

City Region presence at MIPIM 2024, in line with other UK Cities. 

 

The RAP Partnership feel that in order to successfully showcase Belfast and the wider 

City Region, it requires the civic leadership and attendance of Belfast City Council. The 

Council’s involvement will align to and complement other BCC led activities within the 

context of ‘Positioning the City to Compete’ and delivering a ‘Global Future’ - a key 

action area from the Innovation and Inclusive Growth Commission. Members are 

asked to approve attendance by the Chairperson of the Committee, or their 

nominee, along with Senior Officers as appropriate at MIPIM 2024, noting that it 

will be funded from the wider public private Renewed Ambition Partnership 

budget. 

5.0 

5.1 

 

 

Financial & Resource Implications 

2023 / 2024 Partnership and Programme Support: Council plays a key role in both 

the strategic and operational management of RAP; including supporting the governance 

processes, administering programme funded expenditure, and entering into associated 
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5.3 

 

 

 

 

 

5.4 

 

 

 

 

5.5 

 

 

5.6 

 

 

 

5.7 

contracts on behalf of, and with oversight from, the Taskforce, and in line with Council’s 

procurement processes. Subject to Member agreement it is proposed that the Council 

continues to take on this role, with officers supporting the 23/24 programme including 

governance processes, administering programme funded expenditure and entering into 

associated contracts on behalf of and with oversight from the Taskforce, and in line with 

Council’s procurement processes.  

 

Council investment in the 2023 / 2024  Programme: The Renewed Ambition 

Partnership is delivered as a public private sector sponsorship fund and is supported by 

a range of public, private and key anchor institutions. The partnership comprises of all 

BRCD partner Councils, Belfast Harbour Commissioners, QUB, and representatives 

from the developer and built environment supply chain community. They contributed 

towards the 2022 / 2023 programme, with external and private sector funding forming 

the majority of the overall programme budget. It is anticipated that the majority of the 

2023 / 2024 programme budget will again be funded through external funding.  

 

Council has previously agreed to contribute of £80,000 towards the 2022 / 2023 

Programme, and subject to Members agreement it is proposed that Council contribute 

£80,000 (from existing and approved City Regeneration and Development Budget) as 

part of the wider public private partnership investment towards the delivery of the 23 / 

24 Partnership and Programme.  

 

New York 2023 Real Estate Investment Showcase and MIPIM 2024: The RAP Taskforce 

are proposing that a Belfast City Region presence at MIPIM 2024 and a proposed New 

York Real Estate Investment Showcase as part of the 23 / 24 programme, with associated 

costs being funded through the 23 / 24 Partnership sponsorship budget.  

 

Approval is sought for attendance by the Chairperson of the Committee, or their 

nominee, along with Senior Officers as appropriate at MIPIM 2024.  

 

Approval is also sought for Senior Officer attendance at the proposed New York Real 

Estate Showcase; however this is subject to event plans being sufficiently progressed 

and alignment with strategic Council corporate objectives.  

 

Travel costs for Council attendance at the proposed New York Real Estate Investment 

Showcase and MIPIM 2024 to be met from within existing and approved departmental 
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budgets.  All other costs related to these events would be met from the 2023 / 2024 

RAP Public - Private Partnership budget.  

6.0 Equality or Good Relations Implications/ Rural Needs Assessment  

None associated with this report. 

7.0 Appendices – Documents attached  

 Appendix A – Belfast Regeneration Tracker Review of 2022 

Appendix B - Renewed Ambition Partnership Presentation 
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Renewed Ambition Partnership
City Growth & Regeneration Committee

09 August 2023
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Joe O’Neill
Chair, 
Renewed Ambition

Anita Conway
Director of Development,
Radius Housing
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Overview
09 August 2023

Renewed Ambition Partnership 2022/23
• Welcome and scene setting
• Research
• Engagement
• Expos

Next Steps 2023/24
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Renewed Ambition Partnership 
2022/23
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Renewed Ambition Partnership 
2022/23

Continue to build 
collaboration and 

partnership in the city 
and wider region.

Continue to promote 
and market the 

Belfast region outside 
Northern Ireland.

Increase engagement 
and advocacy with all 
key stakeholders, in 
particular, investors 

and government.

Objectives

1 2 3
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Pillared Programming

Renewed Ambition Partnership 
2022/23

Engagement 
& Advocacy

Media & 
Communication

Programme & 
Content

Research Repository
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Research
2022/23

Look back at what social, 
environmental and economic 
benefits have been achieved 

through real estate investment 
in the Belfast city region over 

the past five years

Look further afield to what best 
practice looks like through 

international case studies and a 
review of sustainable 

development frameworks and 
certification schemes

Look to the future and provide 
recommendations to further 

improve the social, environmental 
and economic outcomes from 

future real estate investment in 
the Belfast city region

Objectives
1 2 3

This research recognises the important role that city region partners, including the real estate and 
construction industry in the Belfast region, and councils in the Belfast region, and the NI Executive, play in 
delivering sustainable, inclusive development and the wider benefits this brings to the region.
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Social
• Revitalisation of communities 

and placemaking
• Social mobility
• Community cohesion
• Improved connectivity 
• Amenity features, public realm 

improvement and community facilities
• Reduced crime risk
• Health and wellbeing benefits
• Active, healthy and empowered 

citizens

Environmental
• Carbon emissions 
• Climate resilience and adaption
• Circular economy
• Biodiversity
• Green and open spaces
• Air quality 
• Water efficiency

Economic
• Inclusive economic growth
• Job creation
• Skills development 
• Reduced inequalities
• Opportunities for SMEs 

and VCSEs
• Green economy 
• Resilient and sustainable 

supply chains

Research
2022/23

Role of the real estate 
sector in delivering inclusive 
and sustainable growth

Social

EnvironmentalEconomic

Inclusive and 
sustainable 

development

P
age 44



Research
2022/23

Opportunity
It is vital that forthcoming investment in the city is leveraged to help 
tackle the pressing social, economic and environmental issues the 
region is facing now and in the future. As well as addressing wider 
societal challenges, other benefits to the city include: 

• capitalising upon a unique opportunity to position a significant 
house building programme at the heart of economic plans; 

• improved attractiveness to financial investors; 
• quicker occupation by tenants (and attracting major business 

tenants from various sectors who are seeking high quality offices 
that are fit for the future);

• reduced energy bills and lower maintenance costs; 
• stronger community relationships and brand enhancement or 

reputational benefits.
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Advocacy & Engagement
2022/23

Belfast outperforms the UK average for work-life balance, jobs, 
housing, transport, income distribution and safety, according to 
PwC’s Good Growth for Cities index.

Ranks Belfast as its leading city among the devolved regions and 
in the top 10 UK-wide.

Belfast is ranked ninth among 50 of the UK’s largest cities, down 
from eighth in last year’s index, but coming out top of cities in 
Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales.
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International 
Trade Expos
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Team Belfast
35 & 16 delegates

Building momentum
Expressions of interest £270m 

resi-led developments 

BRCD
Partnership approach

fDi Awards
4 x Top 10

Belfast sharing stages alongside other UK and European 
cities and partners, inc. a number of collaborative events: 

London, Manchester, Stockholm, Cardiff, Liverpool, 
Newcastle, Homes England 

Highlighting high-growth sectors across Belfast Region:
Creative Industries, Professional Services, Fintech, 

Advancing Manufacturing, Tourism & Hospitality, Life & 
Health Sciences

MIPIM & UKREiiF
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Next Steps:
2023/24
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Belfast Place Partnership
2023/24

1. Continue to build collaboration and partnership in 
the city and wider region.

2. Continue to promote and market the Belfast region 
outside Northern Ireland.

3. Increase engagement and advocacy with all key 
stakeholders, in particular, investors and government.

Plus, support delivery of…

• BRCD projects by attracting collaborative partners.
• Belfast City Council’s key inclusive economic and 

investment strategies.
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Questions
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Renewed Ambition Partnership
City Growth & Regeneration Committee

09 August 2023
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CITY GROWTH AND REGENERATION COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Subject: Artist Studios and Maker Spaces Organisational Grants 2023/24 

 
Date: 9th August 2023 

 
Reporting Officer: John Greer, Director of Economic Development 

 
Contact Officer: Chris McCreery, Culture Development Manager 

  

 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Some time in the future     

Never     

     

 

Call-in     

 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?                                                  
 

Yes  No  

 

1.0 Purpose of Report or Summary of main Issues 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to update Members on the dedicated programme of work and 

funding scheme to support artist-led organisations in the city 

2.0 Recommendations 

2.1  
The Committee is requested to:   

 note the contents of this report and agree the recommendations for artist studio 

grants, as set out in Appendix 1 of this report. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

X  

X 
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3.0 Main report 

3.1 

 

 

 

 

 

3.29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.31 

 

 

 

 

 

Members will be aware that at a meeting of City Growth and Regeneration Committee in 

February 2022, members agreed to open a new funding scheme for artist led organisations 

to provide financial and development support for this sector. In April 2023, members 

agreed to continue this support for the second consecutive year and £100,000 has been 

allocated to support Artist Studios & Makers Spaces in 23/24.   

 

Background and context 

The ten-year cultural strategy for Belfast, A City Imagining, committed to a broader 

investment model that considered the diversity of the city’s cultural landscape. In response 

to detailed consultation with the sector, Committee agreed in February 2022 to bring 

forward a specific funding programme for studios and artist-led organisations, with the 

latest audit identifying 17 studios/ artist-led organisations in Belfast directly supporting an 

estimated 450 artists. This in part is due to the value of artist-led spaces not being 

effectively captured through traditional metrics such as income generated through ticket 

sales or audience figures and it was agreed that an alternative form of funding would be 

developed for artist-led spaces. Belfast City Council’s current support programmes do not 

include any of these organisations as annual or multi-annual clients. 

 

In addition to the funding for artist studios, members agreed a strategic review of artist 

studios and maker-spaces in Belfast.  This research study, which is exploring the current 

and future requirements of artist workspaces in Belfast, is led by Turley Communications. 

As the first analysis of needs and demand across all creative artforms, this research 

involves extensive consultation with the sector, benchmarking and policy 

recommendations.  To ensure alignment with other statutory partners, council officials have 

been working closely with the Arts Council NI in the development of this review.  It is 

envisaged that the scope of this work will inform a set of robust action focused 

recommendations that could be implemented on a phased basis and this report will be 

presented to members in Autumn 2023.  

 

Organisational funding  

The “Artist Studios and Maker Spaces Organisational Grants 2023/24” programme was 

opened on 9th June 2023 and closed on 27th June 2023. The purpose of this strand of work 

is to provide financial and developmental support to organisations similar to the support 

offered under cultural multi-annual grants (CMAG). 
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3.35 

 

 

 

 

 

3.36 

The Artist Studios and Maker Spaces Organisational Grants 2023/24 scheme was 

advertised widely. The information and application details were emailed directly to a GDPR 

compliant mailing list representing over 370 organisations from across the cultural and 

creative sectors alongside associated social media marketing.  An online information 

session was held in advance of the deadline, as well as organisations availing of one to 

one support sessions with the Culture Development team. 

 

Criteria for Decision making  

The criteria and guidance for Artist Studios and Maker Spaces Organisational Grants 

2023/24 applicants are included in Appendices 1 and 2. Assessments were made, and 

scoring applied under four key areas of criteria:  

 Fit with our investment aims, & themes 3 & 4, of cultural strategy “A City Imagining” 

 Need and potential impact  

 Value for money  

 High quality organisational development plan  

Assessments were made only based on information supplied by the applicant within their 

submission.  This included the application form and supporting documentation such as 

business plans and strategies.   

 

Assessment 

A summary of recommended grants and proposed grant recipients is included at Appendix 

1.  A summary of award descriptions is included in Appendix 2.   

The unit received 12 applications, one of which was ineligible, for Artist Studios and 

Maker Spaces Organisational Grants, requesting a total of £197,886. Percentage of 

funding allocated is based on scoring percentage. The recommendation is that we fund 

10 organisations, with support of £100,000.  

 

Financial & Resource Implications  

An allocation of £100,000 is recommended to “Artist Studios and Maker Spaces 

Organisational Grants 2022/23”.  These activities outlined in this report will be resourced 

from the 2022/23 budget for the Culture and Tourism section of the Economic Development 

division of the Place and Economy Departmental budget in line with existing approvals.   

  

Equality or Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment  
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The cultural strategy, A City Imagining has been subject to an Equality Impact Assessment 

(EQIA) and a Rural Needs Assessment (RNA). Specific initiatives as required will be 

subject to a further equality screening. 

 

4.0 Appendices 

 Appendix 1: Artist Studios and Maker Spaces Organisational Grants 2023/24 - 

Recommended Awards  

Appendix 2: Artist Studios and Maker Spaces Organisational Grants 2023/24 - Award 

Descriptions 
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